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Bearsal will be held this (Thursday) evening in St.

¢
- ‘J:;’Sephs Hall, Nelson StreetJat 8 o'clock. The Irish

n iss, under the tuition of Mr. Thos. will
€at 7 o'clock, The choir has made |
Veral new pieces to be performed
Which will be announced

In Cork City,
just at present
Parish into an 1
to the fine lo , partly to the work
Anyone who doubts the
feasibility of making even our cities Irish-speaking in
time, should drop into those schools and have a chat in
Irish with some of the boys—preferably with young
Domhnall O Ceallachain. The visit will convince him
that, given favourable management and efficient teachers,
any Irish-born schoolboy can be made an Irish speaker
in twelve months. :

From Cork I trained to Macroom, and, mraking no
slay there, pushed on on my bicycle for Ballyvourney. I
made good progress, and reached the capital sooner than
I expected. I had just inquired the distance from an old
woman, whose reply was “Ta an village let’ ais.”” A
moment later a chorus of welcomes in Irish admonisied
me that I had reached my destination. As I was being
directed to the Doctor’s house, the Doctor himself bore
down on us, and carried me off. The evening passed
rapidly, what with a dance in the new Hall, and a ceilidh
afterwards in which Tadhg O Cruadhlacich was the sole
artist, 7 1r € ba thart émge. The dance was one of
the quaintest and most refreshing things in its way I
have seen for a long time. It was delightful Lo see the
grey-haired kindly Doctor dancing with a winsome cailin
of sixteen, and a stouti lump of a bov, who should be
looking out for a wife, facing a diminutive maiden of five
or six.

As regards actual speaking of the language, Bally-
vourney is about on all fours with the Galway Claddagh.
That is to say, the grown-up people habitually speak
Irish, whilst the children, though understanding Irish
and able to speak more or less of it, commonly use Eng-
lish amongst themselves. Where Ballyvourney excels _s
in its literary activity. Prose, poetry, and folk-lore are
assiduously cultivated by the young men, as are recita-
tion and story-telling. There is a sturdy spirit abroad,
and the parents are once more speaking Irish to the
children. Of course, all this is due to the Doctor. The
Doctor has rekindled an ' '
of the people. )
and children up to t
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" months, who lisps Irish delightfully. BT
From Ballingeary I went on to Gougame Barra,

through what is probably the most Irish-speaking district

in Cork. There the people salute the wayfarer in
as & matter of course, and the very children shout Irist
"t him from the roadsides. At Gougane, the green island
" and lone lake were astir with country folk from miles
‘around, for it was St. Finnbart’s Day, and a Station was
in progress. after a short halt—in which I renewed my
acquaintance with Father Hurley, the kindly P.P.—I
- pushed on through Ceim an Fheidh for Glengarntfe.
In traversing the glorious pass, one instinctively recalls
Maire Bhuidhe’s grand war-song, and imagines he hears :
“Na gapta-oil 0o Hi aca 1P na milce olazon.”
By the way, from Gougane on to Glengarriffe and
Bantry, the sign-posts are bi-lingual. In due time I
reached Glengarriffe— Gleann Garbh Gaedhealach,” as
a man in the Dunmanway crowd called it the preceding
Sunday. Gaedhealach the Glen certainly is, but on the
village, which consists almost entirely of hotels, the
tourist blight lies heavy. ~ From Glengarriffe, Padraig
O Seaghdha “shortened the road,” as far as sallylicky
Bridge. Thence I rode on alone to Bantry. Bantry is
infested by tourists, who seem addicted to wearing tennis

costume in all sorts of weather, and to carrying tennis-
bats instead of walking sticks.
In Youghal I stayed only long enough to observe that

the National Anthem of the place is “ Dolly Grey.” 1
had not time to call on the able local Leaguers who, I
fancy, have a stiff fight before them. ol
Curiously, the most heartening place, in many re-
" spects, which I visited was Fermoy, where Irish has long
ceased to be spoken. Like many other English-speaking
towns, it is throwing itself into the language movement
with an energy which one looks for in vain in most of the
Irish-speaking districts. In the latter districts, people
cannot realize the danger that threatens the language.
In the former, the best of the younger tmen and women
are making frantic efforts to recover what their fathers
let slip from them. Fermoy has a strong Irish citadel in
St. Colman’s College. The young priests there—the
whole professional staff, from President down, seems to
be composed of young men—are enthusiasts to a man.
Irish is taught, cricket has been banished (the bats and
balls are for sale), and the caman rules on the play-
ground.  The boys wear jersies with the legend, “ Ar
gColaiste Fein.” A piper is to be introduced to teach
the boys, and to march at the head of the hurling team.
Irish dancing classes are also about to be formed. St.
Colman’s undoubtedly deserves to rank with Newbridge
as a real Irish College. ' Ve i
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~ GETTING INTO HARNESS,
lwm been said that a man’s character may pe :
p Jlibre of Gaelic Leaguers may be inferred fro
manner in which they spend their holidays,
Dublin, from London, and from the other great centreg g
troop all over the west and south, “To the Taeteatygen
being their cry, to acquire the true blas from the native
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in his amusements; it might also be said ﬂmw

source, and, by precept and example, to carry the

propaganda of the League into the most remote corneyg
of the land. "By these means, and by means of the
teir, the depveact, &c., much solid and fruitfu] work

has, during the holidays, been done throughout thes

country. But these might be regarded as simply the
recreations of Gaelic Leaguers, and will soon have to pg
put aside for work which is of a still more important apq
essential character, in that it determines the success o
failure of the defwwoeact and of the Fetp—in fact, of the
Language movement itself. We mean the Branch anq
Class work to be done during the working year noy
commencing, and to which we ought at once to vigorously
address ourselves.

The work done in the class-room is of the greatest im.
portance, and particular care should be bestowed upon
it. Earnestness and diligence are, of course, essential
even to achieve a partial measure of success, but the
best results are obtained only when these inestimable
qualities are properly utilised and directed.

It cannot be denied that book methods of teaching
have, even as far as Irish is concerned, been used to
much purpose, and cannot yet be discarded in
many places.. But a,good teacher will find it advisable
to put the books aside and strike out boldly for himself
on newer and more up-to-date lines. He will recognise
that a language must be learned at first through the ear,
and not through the eye, and that the teaching, to be
really effective, must be oral. ; 3

The word for word system must also be more or less
discarded, for the student is afterwards unable, in con:
versation, to distinguish the separate words, and the
result is that he is quite at sea about a whole sentencé
It will be found that the natural method is tolearnd
language by sentences. !

Take for instance such a sentence as “oiig 4n oopuf’
As the verb is the principal factor in an Irish sentenc_‘
we should first rivet attention on the word “oun,” &
then carefully explain the sentence, going over each :
three or four times until the whole class understand 2
can repeat it. We then make similar sentences of €

“ operation involved in “shutting the door.” For instancé

- “I stand up,” “I walk a step,” « stretch out my h”d,’"
etc., and we deal with each of these new sentence o: %
exactly the same lines as with the first, “shut the d°°t* %
It will be found that a lesson thus taught
productive of much better results than the F .
ing of a few dozen haphazard sentences witbout #
connection or sequence whatever.

Another great help in acquiring a knowledg®

) language is that the student should practice early tf’ I
in that language. But in the process of thinking ™
- the student should endeavour to completely forget *

o Eﬂgﬁ&h fenicncclands diom, keeping only the idea D=~

‘him, .
ag i the pupils advance the teacher should not be
‘ W?ihh-“?‘fmly varying the sentences. €%

e more difficult ones, and ones which would






